Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LUSAKA 00411 121021Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-08 OMB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 AGRE-00 AID-05 /079 W 

121023Z 021848/10 

R 111630ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5004 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 041 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECIN, KE, TZ, ZA, BGEN 

SUBJ: TANZANIA/KENYA BORDER CLOSURE: EFEECTS ON ZAMBIA 

THE MOST IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF THE KENYA/TANZANIA BORDER CLOSING 
ON ZAMBIA HAS BEEN TO HOLD UP IN KENYA EOURTEEN TRUCKS CARRYING 
EDIBLE OIL AND DETERGENTS FOR THE ZAMBIA MARKET. IN A STATEMENT 
TO THE PRESS GRZ MINISTER OF COMMERCE BULL EEB. 9 SAID THAT 
ZAMBIA'S HIGH COMMISSIONER TO KENYA HAD RECENTLY VISITED THE 
BORDER BETWEEN KENYA AND TANZANIA TO SECURE THE RELEASE OF 
THE CARGO. THE MINISTER WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE 
QUICKLY MADE FOR THE TRUCK TO PROCEED TO ZAMBIA. 

COMMENT: DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE WHICH HAS LED 
TO AN ERRATIC ISSUANCE OE IMPORT LICENSES, THE PIPELINE TO ZAMBIA 
OF NEEDED GOODS IS NEVER FULL. EVEN A SHORT DELAY IN THE ARRIVAL 
OF LIMITED QUANTITIES OF COMMODITIES LIKE EDIBLE OIL AND DETERGENTS 
WILL HAVE AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON THEIR AVAILABILITY OE THE LOCAL 
MARKET WHERE THEY ARE CHRONICALLY IN SHORT SUPPLY. IP THE BORDER 
CLOSURE CONTINUES FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME, THE RESULT COULD BE 
SEVERE SHORTAGES UNTIL ALTERNATE TRANSPORT ROUTES CAN BE ARRANGED. 
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